Tower Gardens

What is a Tower Garden? It is the process of growing plants in an air or mist environment
without using soil. In February 2020, THRIVE! purchased a Community Tower Garden (a set
of 12 individual tower gardens) for the Wellington High School Future Farmers of America
(FFA) classes. The goal of the program was to enable students to provide fresh produce to
the school cafeteria, sell their produce, donate it to local food pantries or take it home.

Managing the tower gardens would also enable seniors who were part of the Supervised
Agricultural Experience (SAE) co-op to earn 1.25 academic credits. The students are
supervised by Shannon Thome.

COVID disrupted most of the garden activities until September 2020; however, this school
year - 2021-2022, there has been enough bounty left over to provide weekly greens to the
high school, McCormick Middle School and Westwood Elementary School!

On October 14, the Wellington Schools were featured in a story with News 5 Cleveland and
photos of the FFA greenhouse were included:
https://www.newsscleveland.com/news/local-news/oh-lorain/wellington-village-schools-
team-up-with-food-programs-local-farm-to-ensure-fresh-quality-school-meals

Just look at the luscious salads above that were served up at the school cafeterias!
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